Acts 2:1-13 “The Gift of Tongues”, Jerry Arnold, April 1, 06
Father in Heaven, We’re about to open Your word. Lord, we just need a miracle. We
need You to communicate to us directly. There are some people here who’ve had a week
that’s been horrendous. Others have had a week that’s been happy, and there are people
in all parts of the spectrum in between. We know, Lord, that You want to communicate
to us, and we are pleading that your promises would be fulfilled, the promises that you
have given to be with us when we gather in Your name. We are praying, Heavenly
Father, that You will be strong in our midst, that You will bring healing to hearts that are
broken, that people we pray for will find healing physically, emotionally, spiritually,
socially, and relationships will be restored back to Your glory and honor. Heavenly
Father, we are asking for nothing short than supernatural power from on high. May we
be in Your presence and may You be our Teacher is our prayer in Jesus name, Amen.
We have a very important message today. It’s found in Acts 2:1-13. In Acts chapter 2
we are continuing our series in the book of Acts. Today we are going to deal with the
topic, speaking in tongues. “When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all
with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance. And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together
and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they
were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Look, are not all these who speak
Galileans? And how is it that we hear each in our own language in which we were born?
Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we
hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.’ So they were all
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘Whatever could this mean?’ Others
mocking said, ‘They are full of new wine.’”
What they were saying is they are drunk. What’s fascinating is Peter’s argument to
demonstrate they’re not drunk. In verse 15 he says, “They’re not drunk, it’s too early in
the day. ” That’s what it says. So this exp erience takes place on the Day of Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit is poured out and they begin to speak in tongues.
Back in verse 1 it says “they. ” “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come they were all
with one accord in one place.” We don’t know who “they” are. We know the twelve are
there. We don’t know how many of the 120 are there, and even 120 is an approximate
number. We don’t know ho w many are there. But there is a group there, and they are
identified as “they. ”

In verse 2 it says, “…there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind.”
Note it says “…as of a rushing mighty wind.” It was not a rushing mighty wind. It
sounded like a rushing mighty wind.
It says in verse 3, “Then there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire...” It looked
like fire. It wasn’t fire. In the New International Version it says “they saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. ” The Amplified
Version says “tongues resembling fire which were separated and distributed and that
settled on each one of them.” Apparently there was one source of the fire, and when it
came into the room then it divided up and fell upon each of those who received the Holy
Spirit.
Verse 4: It says, “And they were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues...” In Verse 6, it says that when this happened, the multitude came together
and the last part of it says “everyone heard them speak in his own language.” What a
phenomena. What a strange thing this is. Do you think this was a surprise to those who
received the Holy Spirit? It would have been a surprise if they had not been listening to
Jesus.
Please turn in your Bibles to Mark chapter 16. Jesus is with His disciples before He goes
back to heaven and in Mark 16:15 he says this, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.”
Here’s what I want you to notice. Verse 17: “And these signs will follow those who
believe: In my name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they
will take up serpents, and if they drink anything deadly it will by no means hurt them;
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” Jesus told them when the Holy
Spirit is poured out they would have supernatural capacities that they currently did not
have. And one of them would be the ability to speak in new tongues.
Let’s go back to Acts chapter 2. In Acts 2 the amazing thing for the crowd that is
gathered is that each one hears in his own language. Now this is not the gift of hearing.
This is the gift of speech. Those who received the Holy Spirit and this gift of tongues
were able to speak a language they did not know before. It is not that they just spoke
whatever they spoke in Galilee, and then everybody heard them in their own language.
They were speaking a known language, and it was understood. The book of Acts will
mention this phenomenon two more times.
Let’s turn to Acts chapter 10. Peter is preaching in the house of Cornelius. Cornelius is a
Gentile. It says in verse 44, “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit
fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision (now that means
those who were Jews) who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they
heard them speak with tongues magnifying God. Then Peter said, can anyone forbid

water that baptize these people?’” So there you have an experience. They accepted Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon them, and they speak in tongues.
If you will turn to Acts chapter 19, the experience is mentioned again. Beginning in
verse 1 the story goes this way “And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that
Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some
disciples he said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed.’ So they
said to him, ‘We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.’ And he said
to them, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ So they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Then
Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that
they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’ When
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had
laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied.”
There you have the three experiences in the book of Acts that deal with tongues. Those
are the only references that you will have with that gift mentioned in the book of Acts.
But that is not the only place that the gift of tongues is talked about in the scriptures. If
you will turn to I Corinthians chapter 12, in the letter that Paul wrote to the church at
Corinth, he will deal with the topic of spiritual gifts.
Apparently there were some questions. Apparently there were some abuses. There was
some jostling around because some had one spiritual gift and some had another, some
thought they were better than the others and there was confusion, so Paul is going to
straighten it all out. In I Corinthians 12:1 he says, “Now, concerning spiritual gifts,
brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.” He does not want any of us, especially them
back then, but he doesn’t want us to be ignorant as well.
Now verses 2 & 3 I’ll just confess to you, I don’t understand why they are here. All the
resources I looked up I couldn’t get a meaningful explanation as to why he inserts this
here. It’s almost as if he had this on his mind and this is as good a place as any to put it
in. So he does that. And you come back to verse 4 and we’re back to speaking about
tongues. So that’s what we’re going to do. We’ll skip verse 2 & 3. Well go to verse 4.
I Corinthians 12:4: “There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.” This is the
foundation for what Paul is going to teach us. There is one God, but there are many
manifestations of the gifts that He will give. He goes on to say, “There are differences of
ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it’s the same God
who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit
of all.” The gifts of the Spirit, as Paul identifies here, are given individually for the profit
corporately to the body of Christ.
Now there’s a difference between a spiritual gift and the fruits of the Spirit. A spiritual
gift is a special gift given by God through the Holy Spirit for the purpose of ministry, so
that the body will be strengthened for ministry. A fruit of the Spirit is more character
based. With the fruits of the Spirit we’re able by God’s grace to love, we’re able to have

patience, we able to be kind, we’re able to be good and to be faithful and to have selfcontrol. These are more character based. So there’s a distinction between the gift of the
Spirit and the fruits of the Spirit.
All right, so let’s go back to our passage. Paul is leading us in this study. He says in
verse 8, “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, (that’s a spiritual
gift) to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, (That’s a spiritual gift.
One person gets one thing, another gets another.) Verse 9: To another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles,
to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”
Before we proceed, let’s talk about verse 10. How many of you believe that on the Day
of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 the gift of tongues was given to those people who received
the Holy Spirit? How many of you believe that? That’s what the Bible says. They spoke
in other tongues. Now how many of you believe on the Day of Pentecost, that the
spiritual gift of the interpretation of tongues was given as well? Let me see your hands.
Hold them low because you’re wrong. It was not given. Why? The people spoke in a
language, and the people heard in a language. It was understood. They didn’t need an
interpreter. It was a language in Acts chapter 2. But now something strange is being
introduced. And Paul is saying with this tongue you need somebody to interpret fo r you.
Now already some of you may be getting a little nervous, because we are a group of
people by nature who are very cerebral. We talk in terms of the truth. “Give me the
facts, man. ” We function by principal. We don’t like emotion. We don’t like
expressions that are emotional. We try to stay away from it. Our Puritan roots tell us to
sit, sit quiet, don’t move. Be careful even to smile. And unfortunately, we deprive
ourselves of meaningful worship with God. None of us would deny that there has been
an abuse of emotion in the realm of religion.
Let me ask you something. If the human being is developed with five senses, and we
know that those senses are the avenue to the soul, and Satan likes to work those things to
get to us, who created those 5 senses? God did. For what? To experience Him.
We were together on Thursday night, we being the young adults and Karen and I, and we
were talking about sensory worship, and we began to compare worship today with
worship in Bible times. Is there a particular smell that reminds you of God? Most of us
would say “No,” unless you use deodorant only once a week and that’s when you put it
on. But in the worship of God back in Bible days they had a perfume, the incense. It was
a special secret formula. Only the priests knew it. In fact, it’s been lost. We’ll never
smell it again this side of heaven. They would use it only at the temple. There was a
smell associated with worshiping God. It was a beautiful smell.
Right then, I challenged the young people. “Hey, let’s experiment. Let’s try to
experience God through our senses.” But I’ll be honest with you. I’m reluctant to do it.
I’m not a touchy feely type of guy. The idea of sitting around with scented candles

reading the word of God, I don’t know, I’m just not into it. But yet I know God would
want to use our sense of smell to experience Him. Sight, they had tremendous sights
back then. The temple itself was a beautiful facility. Feel; they’d all pet a lamb before.
They could vicariously feel the hands of the priests on the lamb when the lamb was being
sacrificed. They were into it.
Yet, in our day, because of fear of going overboard, and of course, because of the
development of our Puritan roots and wanting to deprive ourselves of all pleasure, we
don’t know how to worship God. Do you know, if God showed up, really showed up, do
you think we’d get excited about Him being here?
Do you know the word enthusiasm is taken from the Greek “en” “theos,” which means
in the Lord? But let’s be honest. Most of us would be uncomfortable if we got a little
too happy in worship. Why is he raising his hand? Who’s he waving at? What’s his
hand up for? What’s going on with that?” “That person smiles too much. You can’t
trust somebody that happy. ” We’re just uncomfortable with that.
Because of that discomfort and because of all the conspiracy theories that we believe and
that everybody but us is the enemy, and most of you are the enemy even though you are
us, it basically ends up being me and the Lord, or me and my wife and the Lord, and
we’re not sure about each other. And we just kind of work ourselves into a corner where
we just cower and fear. Well, today in the word of God, I’m going to show you that the
gift of tongues in I Corinthians 12, 13, and 14, is not a known language. It’s an ecstatic
utterance. Nobody knows what it means unless you have the gift from God to interpret
what it means.
Before I go any farther, some of you all might be clamping down already saying, “I’ve
heard about this guy. ” I asked the people earlier today “What do you think would happen
if somebody started to speak in tongues in our congregation?” I said “Well, we have to
be careful that we don’t do God’s work.” But I’m telling you I sure hope it doesn’t
happen. I have enough stress in my life that I don’t want to have to deal with it. But if it
did happen, I’m going to teach you from the Bible what we would do. I’m going to show
you in the Bible what the Bible says speaking in tongues is. Let’s go on in our study.
I Corinthians 12:11 “But one in the same Spirit works all these things , distributing to
each one individually as He wills.” Note this. God is the one who distributes spiritual
gifts. We do not demand from God. We receive from God. In verse 12 Paul begins an
illustration that will go all the way down through verse 27.
He’s talking about the body, how the body of a human being has interrelated parts. They
are all important. You can’t say one is important to the deference of another. Which
body part do you want to get rid of? I have some fat cells you can have, but other than
that I want all my organs in tact. I’m keeping them. He’s saying essentially, that’s what
the church is. Individuals, but yet collectively we make the whole. God distributes the
spiritual gifts individually and collectively it makes the whole.

Now we come to 12:28. “And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles,
second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
administrations, varieties of tongues.’ Are all apostles, no. Are all prophets? No. Are
all teachers? No. Are all workers of miracles? No. Do all have the gift of healing? No.
Do all speak with tongues? No. Do all interpret? No.
Verse 31: “But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent
way.” Thirteen verses of a more excellent way where he says. “Hey, if I speak in the
tongues of men or angels but I don’t have love I’m just making noise. And if I have faith
so that I could remove all mountains but I don’t have love it profits me nothing. ” And he
goes on to describe the better way is love.
Then we come back to his argument in I Corinthians 14:1. He’s going to show us the
best gifts. Pursue lo ve, he says, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy. Prophesy; that means to speak with authority about God or for God. There is
no teacher of the word of God that is any good at it that doesn’t have an element of this
gift from God. To be able to speak with authority about God where people listen and
they say “Yes, that’s about God. I’m hearing God when that person speaks.” Some of
you have heard that. You’ve heard the voice of God through teachers of the word of
God. They are gifted in that area.
Verse 2: “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God,…” Now
this is different than Acts chapter 2. In Acts chapter 2 they were not speaking to God.
They were speaking to men about God. In this experience, it’s an individual speaking to
God. It goes on to say “for no one understands him; however in the Spirit he speaks
mysteries.” It’s an unknown “ununderstandable” thing that’s going on between an
individual and God. It’s crystal clear.
It says in verse 3, “But he who prophecies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort
to all men. ” So a person who speaks the truth about God can be heard and understood by
everybody there. That’s why it’s a preferred gift. Paul goes on to say in verse 4, “He
who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophecies edifies the church. ” So
it’s an individual experience between someone and God.
Verse 5: “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied.” That’s
a prayer. Did you realize that? What would happen if I started praying that prayer every
week here? I suspect you’d give me about three weeks and then somebody would be
calling the conference office. “Hey, he’s gone off his nut. He’s praying that we’ll start
speaking in tongues.” Paul prayed that for the people. I’m not praying it for you, though.
Like I said, I’ve got enough trouble.
It goes on. “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he
who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets,
that the church may receive edification. ” So if someone speaks in tongues and there’s an
interpreter and everybody can hear and understand the interpretation, “Now we’re

cooking, ” says Paul. That makes sense. Everybody would benefit from it. That would
be profitable.
Verse 6: “But now brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit
you unless I speak to you either by revelation, by knowledge, by prophesying or by
teaching?” Then he goes on to say giving illustrations. Verse 7: “Even things without
life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless they make the distinction in
the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played?”
So he’s using these as illustrations to demonstrate that speaking in tongues is only good if
you have an interpreter. Otherwise it’s just an individual experience. He says in verse
12, “Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of
the church that you seek to excel.” That is why prophesying is a more excellent gift.
Verse 13: “Therefore, let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.” So if
you have the gift of tongues, pray that you can interpret them. Then you’ll be a blessing
to other people. Otherwise you’re just helping yourself and not anybody else.
Then he says this. Verse 14: “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my
understanding is unfruitful.” Do you know what he’s saying? “I don’t know what’s
happening. I’m just experiencing it. I don’t know intellectually what is happening. I’m
experiencing it.” It is entirely an ecstatic utterance. That’s what’s being expressed here.
What is the result then? He says, “I will pray with the Spirit, and I will also pray with the
understanding.” So he’s going to pray in tongues, which is in the Spirit, that ecstatic
thing. “But I’m also going to pray in understanding. I will sing in the Spirit and I will
also sing in understanding.” He’s saying, “I’m going to do both.”
Verse 16: “Otherwise, if you bless with the Spirit how will he who occupies the place of
the uninformed say ‘amen’ at your giving of thanks since he does not understand what
you say?” In essence, if you go off speaking in tongues and other people are listening,
they don’t have a clue what you’re saying. They don’t know when to say “amen.” They
don’t know if they should say “amen. ” That’s why you need an interpreter. If you have
an interpreter, then that person can tell you what is being said and you know whether to
say “amen” or get that guy out of here. Verse 17: “For you indeed give thanks well, but
the other is not edified. I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all. Yet in
the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.”
So why is that a preferred special gift? How can we have churches that come up now in
our day and say the greatest demonstration of the Holy Spirit in your life is that you
demonstrate the least of all the spiritual gifts? How many of you have ever heard of a
church that says this is the evidence that you are filled with the Holy Spirit?—you will
speak in tongues. Have you ever heard of a church like that? How many of yo u have
ever heard of a church that says this is the evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life. You’ll
prophecy? Never head that? That’s a better gift. Does it not strike you odd that the least

of the gifts and the least useful of the gifts is now demonstrated as the most significant
and the most important? And the test which is unscriptural is place upon it.
Do you want to know if you are filled with the Holy Spirit? The test is not spiritual gifts.
Spiritual gifts can certainly be counterfeited easily by the devil. He gets you excited a
little bit and gets you to do this or that, and you might think that you have certain gifts.
The way to know that you have Jesus in your heart is you’ll be converted, and that simply
means this: that for the first time in your life you’ll love God more than you love
yourself. And he’ll start working in you to love other people more than you love
yourself. That’s the sign of being in Christ.
We go on. In verse 20: “Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in
malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.” Now he’ll go on to say in verse 22,
“Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but
prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. Therefore if the whole
church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those
that are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?”
That’s what he’s saying.
You go into a worship service and everybody’s yacking away in tongues. People who are
uninformed or who are not believers will say “This is nuts! I’m out of here!” But he
says in verse 24 “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes
in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.” It makes sense. They are talking.
They are making sense and they are talking about God. They are speaking what is true
and what is right about God. “Thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling
down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. ”
So what do we do with this? Verse 26: “How is it then brethren? (This is a fascinating
text by the way.) Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching,
has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation? Let all things be done for
edification. ” Now what he’s saying is, “When you come to church, everybody can’t be
talking. Everybody can’t have a part. Everybody can’t have a roll.”
Karen and I worshiped in a church not too long ago, and while we were there the worship
began at 11:00. They have this time period called praise time. And I suspected
afterward, and I talked to the pastor and he said it was true. I said, “I bet it’s the same
people every week.” He said, “Oh yes! They get up and it’s yackity, yack, yack, yack. I
praise God for this, I praise God for that. They all want to talk. They all want to get that
microphone.” There are some weeks that poor pastor doesn’t get into the pulpit until
12:30. They’ve had over 30 people leave the church and he can’t get the people to stop
their yacking and allow the word of God to be preached. Why? They love to hear
themselves talk. That’s what Paul is saying. How is it when you come together,
everybody’s got something to share, and when it’s going on at the same time and an
unbeliever shows up and says “Man, this is nuts. It’s more orderly over at the idol
temple. We’ll go back there.”

Verse 27: “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in
turn, and let one interpret.” Now he’s not saying that’s a known language. He’s talking
about an ecstatic utterance. But he’s saying only one at a time, at the most three. There’s
an author that speaks in tongues, a famous author. He was having a presentation one
time. While he was speaking up front, somebody jumped up and started speaking in
tongues. He said, “Brother sit down. I deny the manifestation. I’m speaking. The Bible
says one at a time.” You ask what would I do if somebody started speaking in tongues in
this church? I would say “Sit down. One at a time, and this is my turn.” And if you
want to speak in tongues, unless it appears in the bulletin, keep it to yourself.
But he goes on to say, no more than three, one at a tim,e and there has to be an
interpreter. Otherwise, somebody’s just popping off and you have no idea what they’re
saying and neither do they. And when they’re done if everybody says “amen,” who in
the world wants to say “amen” to something you don’t know? Do you? I don’t.
Verse 28: “But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak
to himself and to God.” There you go—private experience. Let two or three prophets
speak and let the others judge. You’ve got the gift of prophecy? Stand up. We’ll listen
to you. And if anything is revealed to another that sits by, let the first keep silent. Verse
31-32: “For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be
encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” In other words,
they have self control. Interesting.
Do you know one of the fruits of the Spirit is self control? You know one of the
demonstrations in many modern churches is no control? Verse 33 “For God is not the
author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” Therefore make
sure the women are quiet in church. That’s what is says in verse 34. Bad enough that
men are doing this; don’t get the women started. Actually he’s dealing with a cultural
problem. And I have a who le sermon about that and you’ll have to find it. Here’s what
he says. In verse 33 “God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the
churches of the saints.” In verse 40 he says, “Let all things be done decently and in
order.”
Now, two views regarding tongues. One view is that tongues spoken in Acts is a
language understood by people and did not require an interpreter. And because it is first
mentioned, it ’s the first mentioned principal of the word of God that all other tongues
must be judged by it. So consequently the tongues of I Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 that are
mentioned are a known language, but it just happens that nobody in church knows that
language. But that would do away with the gift of interpretation. Because if I’m in Japan
and somebody speaks English, I can interpret that. And that’s not a spiritual gift. You
understand?
There’s another view. Tongues in I Corinthians 12, 13 and 14 is different from the
tongues of Acts chapter 2. It’s not a language. It’s not understood without. It requires a
gift of interpretation. It’s for personal edification and not for evangelism. It is primarily
for private and not public practice. Tongues, we are told, is inferior to the gift of

prophecy. Tongues address God and not men. The speaker’s in the Spirit. They are in
an ecstatic state. The mind is unfruitful. It doesn’t understand. The conclusion is that
whatever is done, it must be done decently and in order in the church.
I believe, Brothers and Sis ters, that there are sincere followers of Jesus Christ that are far
more expressive in their worship than we are. I think we’ve got some things to teach
them, but I believe with all my heart they have some things to teach us. I’m not
interested in running up and down the ends of the pews and doing flips and going crazy
and all that kind of stuff. But wouldn’t it be something to feel God in a way we haven’t
felt Him before, to experience God.
Many of you know when I became a born again believer in Christ, I gave up the church
of my youth. I left it. I didn’t have a church, so I started one when I was in Japan.
When I left Japan a year later, I came to the United States looking for a church. One
weekend I pulled out the phone book, back in the town my parents were living in, went
down through there. That looks good. I went to that church. When I got there, the whole
sermon was about speaking in tongues. If you didn’t’ speak in tongues you didn’t have
Jesus Christ.
Well, I had news for him. About 14 months before this, Jesus came into my heart and
took drugs and alcohol away from me. I knew Jesus was in my heart. I had never spoken
in tongues, but I knew Jesus was in my heart. He said “No, unless you have the gift of
tongues manifested, you ha ven’t been baptized in the Holy Spirit.” And his whole
sermon was about that. And at the end of the sermon he said, “All of you need to
experience that, and I want you to stand.” Well I stood. That’s harmless enough. He
said, “Okay, I want you to open your minds. I want you to eliminate all thought s. Just
open your minds to (he said) the Spirit of God.”
Now I had been in Eastern religions. I knew self hyp nosis. I could slowly speed up my
heart and do all kinds of things by opening my mind to whatever’s out there. I wasn’t
about to do that. Christian meditation is you force your mind to think, not just open it to
whatever. So I said, “Lord, I’m standing here, but I’m thinking about You. ” And I was
praying, and I said, “You know, You saved me. You’re my Savior. If you want me to
have the gift of tongues, You’re going to have to give it to Me. But I’m not just opening
my mind to anything. I’ve been there before and You delivered me from that.”
And while we’re standing there supposedly with an open mind and our eyes closed with
this fantastic manifestation of the Spirit of God, the pastor’s wife came by and said, “It
helps to cluck like a chicken.” Not me babe! I’m not clucking like a chicken! I’m not
going to do that!” To me that was just so beyond ridiculous. I just stood there praying. I
said, “Lord, if this is really from You, You’re going to have to do something here. But if
it’s not, I want out of here.” And I sensed He wanted me out of there too.
Now what am I saying, Brothers and Sisters, is there is a gift of tongues that is not a
language. It is an ecstatic utterance between an individual and God. That is scriptural.
But to say you have to have that to demonstrate you have the baptism of the Holy Spirit is

unscriptural. What you need is Jesus Christ in your heart. And today I want to give you
an opportunity again to ask Jesus to come into your heart. If you’d like Jesus to be your
Savior, I’m just going to ask you to stand right where you’re at.
Father in Heaven, There’s lots in Your word we don’t understand. But we do understand
this: that anyone who believes in You can have eternal life. That’s what we want. We
believe You, Lord, and we are asking You to come into our hearts. We’re asking You to
be our Savior and to save us from our sins and ourselves. And, Lord, by Your grace and
Your timing and Your own way we pray that You will give us the spiritual gift You want
us to have that we may minister to Your honor and glory and praise. We ask this in Jesus
name, Amen.

